
Dear Friends, 

 

Today we hear of the wonderful truth of justification through faith alone, not by works. 

Justification is that verdict of innocence, declared by God himself, on all who believe in 

Jesus Christ and what he has done and is completely separate from works. This means 

that whoever hears the gospel, and believes in Jesus Christ, is forever viewed by God as 

innocent and so transformed by a union with Jesus Christ that continues forever. What 

good news! This is enshrined in the 39 Articles of the Church of England in articles 11 and 

12 which have been foundational for the last 500 years since the Reformation. They are 

printed over leaf. But of course, to believe such things transforms us to be those who long 

for others to hear and believe the good news, so that if they believe, they too will be 

saved from eternal death for eternal life. So, Paul urges the Roman church, “How will 

they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the one of 

whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 

And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, how beautiful are the feet 

of those who bring good news!” Romans 10:14-15. So, this Christmas we want our efforts 

to be truly beautiful in bringing the good news to those who have not heard it. We long 

for people to hear the good news. This can happen in three main ways: 1. Pray that God 

empowers the preaching of his word and draws people not only to hear it but to have the 

spiritual illumination by the Holy Spirit, to believe in Jesus Christ.  2. Invite people to 

come to our services where the gospel will be preached. Our invites are now available. Do 

take a bundle if you are able to deliver it. Better still, do deliver them during the day 

(preferably the weekends) and personally invite people to our services. Best of all, whilst 

doing this you could initiate conversation so that you may be able to explain why you 

are a Christian or leave them with the gospel in tract form. In other words, it is a great 

privilege that I can preach at these services, but we are all able to evangelise, to speak 

because we believe. There is great joy in the Spirit in being able to share this, even with 

strangers.  3. Thirdly we can invite people to those things where they are most likely to 

be able to hear the gospel message over a significant period of time. This may be by 

reading the Bible 1:1, it may be by people attending Christianity Explored or by coming 

to the “grill the vicar” event on 18 January at the Cricketers pub.  

                 May we all be beautiful in spreading good news! Love, John. 



Faith Alone 

Romans 3:21-31 

 

1. God Justifies People on the basis of Faith Alone vv21-26 

 

 

 

Faith in Christ Jesus Alone 

 

 

Faith in Christ Jesus’ Blood Alone 

 

 
11  The justification of man 
We are accounted righteous before God solely on account of the merit of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ through faith and not on account of our own good works or of what we deserve. 
Consequently the teaching that we are justified by faith alone is a most wholesome and comforting 
doctrine. This is taught more fully in the homily on Justification. 

 

 

2. Justifying Faith is Never Alone vv27-31 

 

 

Boasting is Excluded 

 

 

No Kind of Person is Excluded 

 

 
12 Good works 
Although good works, which are the fruits of faith and follow on after justification, can never atone 
for our sins or face the strict justice of God's judgment, they are nevertheless pleasing and 
acceptable to God in Christ and necessarily spring from a true and living faith. Thus a living faith is 
as plainly known by its good works as a tree is known by its fruit. 
 

Heavenly Father, whose blessed Son was revealed to destroy the works of the devil and 
to make us the children of God and heirs of eternal life: grant that we having this hope, 
may purify ourselves even as he is pure; that when he shall appear in power and with 
great glory we may be made like him in his eternal and glorious kingdom; where he is 
alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 
Sunday Morning Access to the JOB from 9.00am.    Copyright:  CCLI 509225 
Fire Evacuation:  In the event of a fire, fire exits can be found at the foot of both gallery stairs. 

Driving: Please drive very carefully in the car park and access roads as there are often small children about. 

 



PRAYER FOCUS – Thursday 7 December – 7.45-9.15pm - John Owen Barn. All 
welcome. We will be focussing on the needs and challenges of the persecuted 
church. 

HOLY COMMUNION – Thursday 21 December – Eight Ash Green 11.00am 

GROWTH GROUPS – Do pick up your book for the studies on the five “Solas”. Please 
do reimburse the church via your growth group leader – cost £3. Many thanks 

HOLY TRINITY SCHOOL IN EIGHT ASH GREEN is looking for a couple of community 
school governors. Please contact Christine Willetts (Col. 240314), or Ross Knevett 
(Col. 213565) for more details. 
 

Christianity Explored Course. 

God willing, this will run over 7 weeks in Fordham Hall. You will not be asked to read out 
loud, pray or sing and will be encouraged to read through Marks’ Gospel, watch the dvd 
clips and ask any question you want. It takes place on Wednesdays from 8.15 for 8.30-
9.30 on the following dates: January 31, February 7, 21,28, March 7, 14, 21. Do contact 
John Parker for more details john.parker@fordhamchurch.org.uk Thank you.   

 
 
FURTHER AFIELD 

DATES FOR YOUR DIARIES: 

Sunday December 31 – Church New Year’s Eve Party to Celebrate the New Year. 
We have decided to cancel this as, whilst we were happy to organise, with my 
illness we cannot guarantee being able to do this. Sorry! 

Saturday 24 February 2018 - Cambridge Women’s Bible Conference - 9.30am to 
3.15pm at Eden Baptist Church, Cambridge. Details to follow. Please contact Lucy 
Chapman at lucychapman3@gmail.com for details. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER - We can do nothing without God. Do join us to pray for the preaching of God’s 
word at 9.35am. Also at 10.45am in the vestry for EAG 11.15am, 5.30pm in the main JOB 
hall for Sunday@6. 

All Saints Club is our Sunday morning group for ages 0 to 14. 
This week – The Singer. From Matthew 6, 9 and Luke 12 we’re learning that God 
takes care of everything He has created including us. We can trust God to look after 
us; we do not have to worry. 
 
 

 

SEARCH FOR US ON FACEBOOK - @ascfordham 

mailto:john.parker@fordhamchurch.org.uk
mailto:lucychapman3@gmail.com


 
 
 

 
       01206 243262 
       office@fordhamchurch.org.uk 
       www.fordhamchurch.org.uk 
 

19 November 2017   Fordham 10.00am  
 

A WARM WELCOME to any visitors. Please ask our welcome team (who gave you this 
sheet) if you need help at any point, including directions to toilets. Our children join 
us for the first ten minutes of the service and then join our All Saints Club held in the 
John Owen Barn where they can be collected by their parents at the end of the 
service. Please do stay for a drink and a chat. 
 

UPCOMING SERVICES 

All are welcome at our services 

THIS EVENING:   Evening Praise               Ephesians 2:1-10 

NEXT SUNDAY:     

10.00am Fordham  Morning Service    Ephesians 2:1-10 

6.00pm  Sunday@6  Evening Praise               Psalm 19 

 

COMING UP 

CHRISTMAS INVITES Do take a bundle of Christmas invites to deliver. It is a great 
encouragement to be able to knock on doors and invite people to our services, as 
well as wishing them a Happy Christmas. If you would like to join others as we 
deliver and knock on doors, do join us after church on 26th November from 12-1 so 
that you can learn from an experienced hand. Many thanks. 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES- In the next few weeks a sign-up sheet will be available to help 
with planning the practical side of our Christmas Services. Please do consider to 
which services you may wish to bring friends or family, and at which services you may 
be able to offer help welcoming, stewarding, with refreshments, moving chairs, car-
parking, or tidying up after. Please sign up or contact Viv McGuinness at the church 
office (01206 243262 or viv.mcguinness@fordhamchurch.org.uk). 

 ‘TIME TO REMEMBER’ Sunday 3 December - 2.00pm Eight Ash Green. This is an 
opportunity to give thanks to God for those we have loved and for whom we grieve. 
Many from the parish come who have had links with the church through 
bereavement. Do come for encouragement and to support others. It is good to have 
those attending who are not necessarily there for their own benefit but to be 
available to talk.  Invitation cards are available from the welcome table or the office. 
Do invite those who may be helped. 

GINGERBREAD HOUSE EVENING – This year is on Tuesday 5 December, 7.00-9.30pm 
- more details to follow. If you would like to help Mim, do contact the church office. 
Booking via the website is now open. Start thinking who to invite! 

 

To know Jesus Christ  
and make Him known. 

 


