
Dear Friends, 

 We begin a new series today in the book of Jude. Whilst a short book it packs a 

punch and is full both of the wonderful keeping power of Jesus Christ and the need for us 

to contend. It is a reminder that we are in a battle if we are Christians, and that if we are 

considering the Christian faith, it is only for the courageous who are willing, as Jesus Christ 

says, to deny ourselves, take up our crosses and follow him. There are several battles in the 

Christian life. The Christian battles with sin: “…the sinful nature desires what is contrary 

to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the sinful nature. They are in conflict with 

each other…” Galatians 5:17. A Christian battles with sin, even though we have the Spirit 

and will be victorious in this battle because Christ has dealt with the penalty of our sin and 

will rescue us from its power. The Christians battles with satan: “For our struggle is not 

against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the authorities, against the powers of 

this dark world and against the spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms” Ephesians 

6:12. We are to put on the full armour of God because every Christian is in a battle with 

the devil, yet it is a battle that we will win because of Christ. Every Christian is in a battle 

with false “Christianity” or the godless within the church. Jude says: “I felt I had to write 

and urge you to contend for the faith that was once for all entrusted to the saints. For certain 

men, whose condemnation was written about long ago have secretly slipped in among you. 

They are godless men who change the grace of God into a licence for immorality and deny 

Jesus Christ our only Sovereign and Lord.” We will see in the book of Jude that the way we 

fight this battle is by being clear and convinced that God will judge them. The rest of the 

New Testament adds to this, but in Jude, our first response in this battle is to be convinced 

that they will not go to heaven, and then to build each other up and to pray in the Spirit. 

Jude does not tell us every way in which to respond to false teaching. He emphasises the 

response we have to each other rather than to the false teachers. How can we contend? 

When we build the church here, when we support decisions that are made, when we work 

hard and come regularly, we are contending for the faith. When we speak to build each 

other up, when we serve faithfully, when we give, we are strengthening the church here so 

that we can contend for the biblical faith. Conversely, when we stop coming, when we 

speak to destroy and discourage,  when we undermine those who are on the front line 

contending for the faith and are divided because of it, of course this is not contending. 

Contending is something every Christian is to do, with others doing the hard work of being 

united under the Bible. So we contend by uniting with others who are contending, 

particularly those organisations who have been set up for this very purpose.  So if you are 

a Christian, contend! Do find out more about Reform (www.reform.org.uk) GAFCON – 

the Global Anglican Future Conference (www.gafcon.org) and AMiE – Anglican Mission 

in England (anglicanmissioninengland.org) so that together we can contend with many 

other Christians who are fighting this battle. We are to do all we can to contend for the 

Biblical gospel in our day when both the culture and the church are against it.  

                    With much love in Christ, John. 



Contending for the Faith 

Jude 1-7 

 

1. Contend because of the keeping grace of Jesus Christ vv1-3. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2. Contend because of the licentious grace of the godless v4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
3. Contend because Jesus will destroy the godless vv5-7. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Almighty God, in Christ you make all things new: transform the poverty of our nature by 

the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your heavenly glory; 

through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in the unity of 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

Sunday Morning Access to the JOB from 9.00am.    Copyright:  CCLI 509225 
Fire Evacuation:  In the event of a fire, fire exits can be found at the foot of both gallery stairs. 

Driving: Please drive very carefully in the car park and access roads as there are often small children about. 



PRAYER FOCUS – Thursday 8th February – 7.45-9.15pm - John Owen Barn. All 
welcome as we pray particularly for PCC in its decision making on 20th February. 

 
 
FURTHER AFIELD 

Saturday 24 February 2018 - Cambridge Women’s Bible Conference - 9.30am to 
3.15pm at Eden Baptist Church, Cambridge. Details to follow. Please contact Lucy 
Chapman at lucychapman3@gmail.com for details. 

Saturday March 3 – Proclamation Trust Training Day – A day not to miss! 

Saturday March 10 and July 14  – Partnership Synods. The first partnership Synod 
took place on Saturday 25 Nov 2017 and was a great success. We seek to gather with 
like minded churches to consider how we may work together for the gospel. 

APCM – Sunday APRIL 29 – 11.30-2.00pm. Each year at our APCM we seek to 
consider the past year and the year to come. This year it is a meeting not to miss. We 
have consulted with the church family via the questionnaire and we have been 
considering the way forward that Christ is calling us to. Please do put this in your 
diaries as a top priority for the year so that together we can hear what PCC has 
decided. As last year, the APCM will take place in the John Owen Barn with a lunch 
following. 

Sunday May 27 – Confirmation Service with Bishop Rod Thomas. 

We are delighted to welcome back Bishop Rod Thomas, the Bishop of Maidstone to 
conduct our confirmation service. If you are a young person (secondary school age) or 
adult who would like to profess faith in Jesus Christ for yourself, having been baptised 
as an infant, do contact John Parker for the confirmation course details. 

Holiday Bible Club – Monday 23rd – Wednesday 25th July 2018 – 3 days of fun and joy 
in Jesus Christ as we welcome many children and young people to hear the gospel 
and grow in it. Leaders meetings will be as follows: Core leaders Tuesday Feb 6 and 
Tuesday Mar 6. All leaders and helpers meeting on Tuesday June 5, all from 8-10 
(new timing) in the John Owen Barn. 

 
PRAYER - We can do nothing without God. Do join us to pray for the preaching of God’s 
word at 9.35am. Also at 10.45am in the vestry for EAG 11.15am, 5.30pm in the main JOB 
hall for Sunday@6. 

 

All Saints Club is our Sunday morning group for ages 0 to 14 …Today…                                              

Filled Full! - The true story of feeding of the 5000 from Matthew 14 , Mark 6 , Luke 9. 
The ASC children will learn about Jesus feeding the 5000 which demonstrates that not only 
is Jesus God but also how He provides for us in abundance. 

 SEARCH FOR US ON FACEBOOK - @ascfordham 
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       01206 243262 
       office@fordhamchurch.org.uk 
       www.fordhamchurch.org.uk 
 

 
 
14 January 2018   Fordham 10.00am Morning Service  
 

A WARM WELCOME to any visitors. Please ask our welcome team (who gave you this 
sheet) if you need help at any point, including directions to toilets. Our children join 
us for the first ten minutes of the service and then join our All Saints Club held in the 
John Owen Barn, where they can be collected by their parents at the end of the 
service. Please do stay for a drink and a chat. 
 
 

UPCOMING SERVICES 

All are welcome at our services 

THIS EVENING:  

6.00pm  Sunday@6  Holy Communion    Jude 5-19 

NEXT SUNDAY:    

10.00am Fordham  Morning Service    Jude 5-19 

6.00pm  Sunday@6  Evening Praise    Jude 12-25 

 
 

COMING UP 
CHRISTIANITY EXPLORED - This is a great course to investigate the Christian faith, or 
to go over the basics of your faith again. Any questions are welcome. We read 
through Mark’s gospel, watch a dvd series and discuss what we have read. You are 
not asked to read out loud, pray or sing. We meet Wednesdays 8.15 for 8.30-9.30, on 
Jan 31, Feb 7,21,28 Mar 7,14,21. Do consider coming with a friend. Contact John 
Parker for more details john.parker@fordhamchurch.org.uk 
 

HOLY COMMUNION – Thursday 18th January – Eight Ash Green 11.00am 

GRILL THE VICAR- Thursday 18 January 8-9.30pm – Cricketers Pub EAG. 

It is a great encouragement to hear of people inviting people to this. Do invite people 
and do come along even if you haven’t invited anyone so that you can see what the 
evening is like and also so that there will be a good crowd to welcome those who 
come. Growth Groups are not happening that evening to free us up to bring the 
gospel to others. We begin at 8 and finish at 9.30pm with more time for chat 
afterwards.  

 

To know Jesus Christ  
and make Him known. 
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