
Dear Friends, As Mim and I return from a week or so in Israel, wonderfully paid for 

by Mim’s family, my heart is full of the encouragements and challenges that 

GAFCON has provided for us all. Those on email will have received a copy of the 

GAFCON statement. Those not on email can pick up copies at the back of church. 

This statement is both an encouragement and a challenge: 

1. Encouragement - Those of us who are committed to the teaching of Jesus Christ 

as recorded for us in the pages of the Bible will have been encouraged by the 

boldness and clarity with which the vast majority of Anglicans have expressed 

their desire to “Proclaim Christ faithfully to the Nations” – the theme of the 

conference. This renews our courage to deny ourselves, take up our crosses and 

follow Jesus Christ. The example of Anglican believers being persecuted for their 

faith, in Nigeria, Myanmar, Uganda, Kenya and New York, was humbling and 

inspiring. I had the privilege of meeting with believers, both lay and ordained, from 

Kenya who face the challenge of refusing money from the west, which comes with 

strings attached to accept unbiblical teaching on sexuality. This means that often 

clergy go without any pay, and for many, this is in the context where they face 

desertification and associated poverty, the abduction of their children or arranged 

marriages with Al Shabab militants and government corruption. This should 

encourage us, that fellow Anglican believers are willing to sacrifice a great deal to 

remain faithful to the clear teaching of the Bible and so renew our courage to do so 

also. 

2. Challenge - In our situation we are considering the sacrifices of remaining 

faithful to the gospel of Jesus Christ in the Church of England. It was noticeable 

that the clarity and boldness of global Anglicanism, has made a clear public 

statement of faithfulness to the gospel of Jesus Christ, potentially at great cost to 

themselves, to support us and encourage us to stand faithfully with them. 

Although we may differ on strategy, what was left in no doubt was that to stand in 

unity with the majority of Anglicans globally, in our context, as in many, will be 

costly. You may be aware that already Rico Tice has stood firmly against the 

direction in which the Archbishop of Canterbury is leading the Church of England 

and been criticized for it. If we are to be faithful to the gospel of Jesus Christ it will 

involve sacrifice. Following Jesus does! Yet there were many testimonies of the joy 

and freedom of taking such a path out of compromise. Many sacrifices have been 

faced by our brothers and sisters in the USA, Canada and Scotland, yet they testify 

also of renewed power and joy in the Holy Spirit. If we follow their example, it will 

involve sacrifice for us, but also great joy. My heart is with the GAFCON 

statement and I hope and pray that all of our hearts are! 

                    With much love in Christ, John Parker. 



A Banner for the Peoples 
Isaiah 11: 1-16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLECT:  Lord of all power and might, the author and giver of all good 
things: graft in our hearts the love of your name, increase in us true religion, 
nourish us with all goodness, and of your great mercy keep us in the same; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Sunday Morning Access to the JOB from 9.00am.    Copyright:  CCLI 509225 
Fire Evacuation:  In the event of a fire, fire exits can be found at the foot of both gallery stairs. 

Driving: Please drive very carefully in the car park and access roads as there are often small children about.  



FURTHER AFIELD 
 

Chris Reynolds and Gavin Holt are both riding in the 100 mile Prudential Ride 100 London-Surrey 
cycling event on the weekend of 29 July to raise money for Pancreatic Cancer UK and the Teenage 
Cancer Trust, respectively. If anyone is interested in following their endeavours or supporting the 
charities concerned, Chris's page is https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/christopher-reynolds-cji-
PRLS-2018-12408 and Gavin’s is https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/gnholt  
 
PCC DECISION –The PCC have taken the decision to suspend Sunday @6 for the Autumn beginning 
in August (so no Sunday @6 during August). This is for three main reasons: 1. The numbers 
attending continue to drop. 2. Whilst John has been covering for three full time posts since Ben 
and Duncan left, and whilst we have stopped men’s and women’s breakfasts, and with no 
associate yet recruited, PCC felt that to protect him from over work, with a significant pastoral 
load currently, that this would be wise. 3. It seems wise to build up the 10am service and also to 
prepare for a relaunch of an afternoon or evening congregation dependent on the results of our 
considerations of a new church. This also enables time to do this well.  The Youth Service will 
continue once a month in the evening meeting on 26 Aug, 9 Sept, 14 Oct, 11 Nov and 9 Dec. 
 
DATES FOR THE DIARY   
Roman River Festival – Wednesday 26 September Fordham Church. 
Grill the Vicar – October 10 – Cricketers Pub Eight Ash Green 
Harvest Festival – Fordham and Eight Ash Green – Sunday 7th Oct followed by a Harvest Lunch. 
Chelmsford Anglican Bible Conference – Saturday 13th October - for more details visit cabc.org 
Remembrance Sunday – Procession at Fordham, service at EAG - November 11th 
Reading the Bible 1:1 Training day – Saturday 17 November with Richard Bognoron. 
Time to Remember – December 2nd EAG Church 
 
CHRISTIANITY EXPLORED – for those interested or keen to invite friends the dates for Christianity 
Explored will be Mondays October 29, November 5, 12, 19, 26 and December 3 & 10th 7.45 for 8-
9pm. It will be hosted by Danilo and Sheona Farruggio. Do contact them or John Parker for more 
details. 
 

EIGHT ASH GREEN CHURCHYARD CLEAN UP – Saturday morning 4 August 10am-1pm.   We have a 
work party of 4 volunteers, led by Alistair Grote to clean up the church yard, but would appreciate 
all the help we can get!  A few of the local community have expressed an interest in lending a hand 
too.  Please join us even if you can only spare an hour to make a difference at EAG 

 

 

PRAYER - We can do nothing without God. Do join us to pray for the preaching of God’s 
word at 9.35am. Also, at 10.45am in the vestry for EAG 11.15am, 5.30pm in the main JOB 
hall for Sunday@6. 

ALL SAINTS CLUB – This Week – Walking on Water.  John 6:16-24 
Knowing Jesus as our God and King should lead us to trust him and not be afraid. 
 
SEARCH FOR US ON FACEBOOK - @ascfordham.org.uk 

 

https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/christopher-reynolds-cji-PRLS-2018-12408
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/christopher-reynolds-cji-PRLS-2018-12408
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/gnholt
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15 July 2018                    Fordham 10am Holy Communion 
 

A WARM WELCOME to any visitors. Please ask our welcome team (who gave you this 
sheet) if you need help at any point, including directions to toilets. Our children join us for 
the first ten minutes of the service and then join All Saints Club held in the John Owen Barn. 
The children then return at the end of the service. There is a soundproof room at the back 
of the church where you can hear the sermon. Please do stay for a drink and a chat. 
 

UPCOMING SERVICES 

All are welcome at our Services 
 
THIS EVENING:      Sunday@6            Youth Service                   Interpretation 

 
NEXT SUNDAY:    
9.00am – 4pm       The John Owen Barn              Church Family Fun Day!         
                  

                                        
COMING UP 

THIS SUNDAY EVENING YOUTH SERVICE - Our young people will have an active role in this 
evenings service. Our Youth Service happens once a month. Do come along to support our young 
people and do encourage them with TLC! T = training of our young people. L = them learning to 
love by serving. C – in the context of their culture with music and ways of doing things they can 
relate to and engage with. We will be considering how to interpret the Bible. 

ALL SAINTS CLUB SUMMER FUN DAY….. Sunday 22 July - This will be a celebration of All Saints 
Club to which we can invite friends as well as enjoy as a church family. The rough programme is as 
follows: 9 am- Breakfast. 10am All Age Service in the John Owen Barn, followed by crafts and 
activities. Bring a picnic for 12.00 followed by more crafts and activities. 3.00pm Ice creams, tea 
and cake followed by a final service of celebration, finishing at 4pm.  The whole church family is 
welcome to support our children and their friends who may want to come.  

FORDHAM PRIMARY SCHOOL LEAVERS’ SERVICE – Tuesday 17 July – 6.00pm Fordham Church. 
Church Family are invited to come and support and mingle and show friendship to the local 
families. 

HOLY COMMUNION – Thursday 19 July – Eight Ash Green 11.00am.  Psalm 22 

 

To know Jesus Christ  
and make Him known. 

 


