
Dear Friends,  

 It is all too easy to become cynical about human nature and have our view of 

the world coloured by all the bad news we hear. If that is you, can I encourage you 

to read a book entitled “Where was God when that happened?” by Christopher 

Ash. It shows us how there can be hope even in a dark world. Even in the midst of 

the horrors of war there are glimpses of this hope. One such event is the Christmas 

Day Truce of 1914, recorded in detail on the website 1914-1918.net,  

24 December 1914 – “The weather changes to a hard frost. This makes trench 

conditions a little more bearable. 98 soldiers die on this day. Many are victims of 

sniper fire. During the afternoon and early evening, British infantry are astonished 

to see many Christmas trees with candles and paper lanterns, on enemy parapets. 

There is much singing of carols, hymns and popular songs, and a gradual exchange 

of communication and even meetings in some areas. Many of these meetings are to 

arrange collection of bodies. In other places, firing continues. The night brings a 

clear, still air with a hard frost. 

          25 December 1914 – Units behind the lines attend church services and have 

in most cases arranged Christmas dinners which are taken in barns and shattered 

buildings. In the front lines, the fraternization of Christmas Eve is continued 

throughout the day; not all units know about it, and it is not universal but is 

widespread over at least half of the British front. Many bodies that have been lying 

out in no man’s land are buried, some in joint burials. Many men record the strange 

and wonderful events; many men exchange tokens or addresses with German 

soldiers, many of whom speak English. 81 British soldiers die on this day; a few die 

in areas that are otherwise peaceful and with fraternization going on, victims of 

alert snipers. In other areas, there is considerable activity: 2nd Grenadier Guards 

suffer losses in a day of heavy fighting. As night fell, things grew quiet as men fell 

back to their trenches to take whatever Christmas meal that had been provided for 

them.” 

On that Christmas Day, even in war, the men found Christmas an inspiration 

toward peace. But of course, it was a very shaky peace, and it did not last, nor was 

it repeated. But at Christmas we celebrate the peace that God has brought to his 

world in the person of his Son Jesus Christ, which is offered to all who will receive 

it. And this peace with God does not last for a day or even just for a life time. As 

one might reason, peace with God has an eternal nature because God is eternal, a 

peace beginning in this life and extending forever on into the glories of heaven, the 

new creation. Such peace we should desire for ourselves and for others. So we 

warmly welcome you all to our Christmas services, where we will hear and celebrate 

“Glory to God in the highest and on earth peace to men on whom his favour rests” 

Luke 2:14. May I encourage you to attend our Christmas services as outlined and to 

know this deep peace that Jesus Christ offers to anyone who will trust in his death 

that brings freedom, as we will remember today. 

                        With much love in Christ,                   John Parker 



 

Luke 22:14-30 

 

1. Freedom is bought by sacrifice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Eternal Freedom is bought by Christ’s Sacrifice 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

3. Remember! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COLLECT:  Almighty Father, whose will is to restore all things in your beloved 
Son, the King of all: govern the hearts and minds of those in authority, and 
bring the families of the nations, divided and torn apart by the ravages of sin, 
to be subject to his just and gentle rule; who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

Sunday Morning Access to the JOB from 9.00am.    Copyright:  CCLI 509225 
Fire Evacuation:  In the event of a fire, fire exits can be found at the foot of both gallery stairs. 

Driving: Please drive very carefully in the car park and access roads as there are often small children about.  



FURTHER AFIELD 
 

 

SCHOOL SERVICES FOR THE TERM AHEAD. 
Please do come along to welcome the school children and their families to our church 
Christingle Service for Fordham School @ 2.15pm on 7th December in Fordham Church 
Carol Service Holy Trinity School @ 6pm on 10th December in Fordham Church 
Carol Service Fordham School @ 2.15pm on 19th December in Fordham Church 
 

 
 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 
GINGERBREAD HOUSE EVENING – December 1st at 7pm - Invite friends to come and make a 
gingerbread house, have lots of fun and hear a short talk about the “World we all want” by Mim 
Parker. Invites are now available. Do come and do bring a friend! 
 
 

 

‘TIME TO REMEMBER’ – Sunday 2nd December 2.00pm Eight Ash Green. This is an opportunity to 
give thanks to God for those we have loved and for whom we grieve.  Many from the parish come 
who have had links with the church through bereavement.  Do come for encouragement and to 
support others.  It is good to have those attending who are not necessarily attending for there own 
benefit but to talk to others.  Invitation cards are available from the welcome table or the office.  
Do invite those for whom this may be helpful.  Light refreshments will be served after the service. 
 

 

GIVING AN ANSWER–THE CHRISTIAN INSTITUTE – Tuesday 27 November 7.30-8.45pm  Latest 
news on Family, Gospel Freedom and Gender Ideology. At St Mary’s Church Henham, CM22 6AN. 
For more information contact Mrs Anna Hicks on 01279 814285. 

IS YOUR CHURCH BIBLICALLY INCLUSIVE? – January 12th 2019.  Whilst it is right to be politically 
engaged about how we uphold biblical marriage, equally, we need to ensure that we are obeying 
the Bible in how we welcome and love those who have same sex attraction. This is a day of 
training run by Sam Alberry and Ed Shaw, who both experience same sex attraction and are also 
convinced that Jesus teaching is for such to remain celibate. This is for all concerned about helping 
a church live out Biblical inclusiveness in welcoming and support those with these convictions to 
be part of a loving and supportive Christian community.  To see more visit 
http://www.livingout.org/local-essex 

 
 

PRAYER - We can do nothing without God. Do join us to pray for the preaching of God’s 
word at 9.35am. Also, at 10.45am in the vestry for EAG 11.15am, 5.30pm in the main JOB 
hall for Sunday@6. 

ALL SAINTS CLUB – This Week – Who do you say I am? 
 
SEARCH FOR US ON FACEBOOK - @ascfordham.org.uk 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
SUNDAY,   23 DECEMBER – 6pm             Eight Ash Green Lessons and Christmas Carols 
MONDAY, 24 DECEMBER – 3pm             Fordham Children’s Nativity 
MONDAY, 24 DECEMBER – 6pm             Fordham Carols by Candlelight 
TUESDAY, 25 DECEMBER – 10am           Fordham All Age Christmas Service 

NEW YEAR 
SATURDAY, 26 JANUARY – 7.30pm       ‘REAL LIVES’ – Cheese & Wine Evening at the John Owen 
Barn.  Hear how Christ makes a difference in people’s lives.  Everyone Welcome. 
 



 
 
 
 
 

 
       01206 243262 
       office@fordhamchurch.org.uk 
       www.fordhamchurch.org.uk 

 
 
11 November 2018                Fordham Remembrance Service 
 
  

A WARM WELCOME to any visitors. Please ask our welcome team (who gave you this 
sheet) if you need help at any point, including directions to toilets. Our children join us for 
the first hymn and then join our All Saints Club held in the John Owen Barn. They will be 
brought back for you to take responsibility for them as we process to the war memorial. Do 
please follow the instructions of the stewards. Refreshments will be served in the village 
hall. Thank you for being with us! 
 
 

UPCOMING SERVICES 

All are welcome at our Services 

THIS EVENING: 

6.00pm               Sunday@6                      Youth Service                       New Father              
 

NEXT SUNDAY:    
10.00am             Fordham                         Holy Communion                 James 4:6-56 
 

                                                       
COMING UP 

 
 
 

HOLY COMMUNION AT EIGHT ASH GREEN – Thursday 15th November at 11.00am 
 

FLOWER ROTA – Is anyone interested in joining the church Flower Rota?  If so, please contact 
Christine Willetts 01206 240314 
 
 

THE WOMENS BREAKFAST will be restarting on the 17th November from 8.15-9.30am in the John 
Owen Barn.  Cards are available at the back of the church with further information. 
 

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD – It’s time to prepare shoeboxes for needy children around the 
world.  If you would rather give a donation, please give it to Janette Miller (o1206 421039, email: 
jlmcupoftea@gmail.com ) or see her for more information.  Leaflets are available today.  Boxes 
need to be returned by the All Age Service on the 2nd December.  
 
CAROLS IN THE PUB – Come and sing carols and bonhomie in the Three Horseshoes on December 
19th from 7.00pm onwards.  The vicar will share a word and maybe this could lead on to 
discussion?  Come and take the opportunity. 
 
CHRISTMAS – Please do sign up to deliver invites and invite our neighbours to hear of Jesus Christ. 
Also, if you can help with our Christmas activities – do please sign up. 

 

To know Jesus Christ  
and make Him known. 

 

mailto:jlmcupoftea@gmail.com

