
Dear Friends,  

 As we approach Easter, it is so good to be reminded of the truths which are 

right at the heart of our faith that bring joy and certainty, the hope of Easter. We 

all face death and grief in countless ways. We all face the temptations of sin and 

the condemnation by God which sin brings. Yet in Jesus Christ we have one who 

has dealt with the condemnation from God that we deserve by dying in our place 

and has brought life to all who believe in Him. This should fill our hearts with 

praise and joy, whatever we are facing. We have a living hope, if we are believers, 

as Peter reminds us: “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! In 

his great mercy he has given us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection 

of Jesus Christ from the dead and into an inheritance which can never perish spoil or 

fade, kept in heaven for you who through faith are shielded by God’s power until the 

coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last time. In this you 

greatly rejoice, though now you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials. 

These have come so that your faith, of greater worth than gold, which perishes 

though refined by fire, my be proved genuine and result in praise glory and honour 

when Jesus Christ is revealed.” 1 Peter 1:3-7. What wonderful words! They remind 

us that the Christian life is fundamentally about what God has done for us. He has 

given us new birth as we have been considering of late. He has given us a living 

hope, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ. He has given us an inheritance that 

can never perish spoil or fade. He shields us with his power, not from the trials and 

griefs of life, but in them, so that our faith is refined for our glory (and his also, 

because he has done all this) when he is revealed. So, as we approach Easter and all 

its celebrations, let us remind ourselves of these joys. As Peter continues “Though 

you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you 

believe in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are 

receiving the goal of your faith, the salvation of your souls.” 8-9. This inexpressible 

and glorious joy can go hand in hand with grief and trials. It is a joy that springs 

from our love for him, a knowledge that even through grief and trials, we are 

receiving salvation. The resurrection is not only an event in history, its effects are 

experienced throughout our lives as the resurrection power of Jesus brings us to 

new birth, gives us a living hope, keeps us going through trials and enables us to see 

his work in our souls! But maybe we need to pray for a deeper understanding of 

this? As Paul puts it “I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in 

order that you may know the hope to which he has called you, the riches of his 

glorious in heritance in the saints and his incomparable great power for us who 

believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength which he exerted in 

Christ when he raised him from the dead….” Ephesians 1:18-20. May we be those 

who can see that the resurrection power of God is not only something we celebrate 

as an historical event, but as a present reality, through trials, to  open our eyes to 

our inheritance, our home in heaven, our living hope, the joy of his life in us. May 

this be our prayer for each other this Easter season.   

     With love in Him, John Parker 



Equal with God 

John 5:1-18 

Jesus the Son of God… 

 

1. …raised an invalid, to stop sinning vv1-15 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. …worked life on the Sabbath, as God his Father does vv16-18  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assures us that anyone who believes in Him has life (5:24) 

 

 

 

COLLECT: Almighty God, whose most dear Son went not up to joy, but first he 
suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified: mercifully 
grant that we, walking the way of the cross, may find it none other than the 
way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive 
and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Sunday Morning Access to the JOB from 9.00am.    Copyright:  CCLI 509225 
Fire Evacuation:  In the event of a fire, fire exits can be found at the foot of both gallery stairs. 

Driving: Please drive very carefully in the car park and access roads as there are often small children about.  



FURTHER AFIELD 
 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 
 

 

NEW ELECTORAL ROLL 
The Electoral Roll is a list of the names and addresses of every person who can vote in the Annual 
Parochial Church Meeting (APCM) which will be held on Sunday, 28th April. This year we are 
required to form a new Electoral Roll rather than just amend the current Roll. This will require 
everyone who is currently on the Electoral Roll and wishes to remain on the Roll to re-register. If 
you have not previously been on the Electoral Roll and would like to be, the criteria are: 

• Baptised and aged at least 16 years old 

• Either live in the parish or have worshipped at the Church regularly for at least 6 months 

• A member of the Church of England or any church that is ‘in common’ with the Church of 

England 

Whether registering for the first time or re-registering, the form is the same and is available at the 

back of the Church. Please complete it as soon as possible and place it in the donations box. If you 

have any questions please speak to John Bradley, Electoral Roll Officer. All forms MUST BE 

COMPLETED AND RETURNED BY MONDAY 1st APRIL 2019. 
 

 

LEVEL 2 FOOD SAFETY AND HYGEINE FOR CATERING - If you are involved in food preparation for 
church events or you would like to be more involved in this area of ministry, this online course is a 
necessity.  If you are interested in taking this course, please contact the church office for further 
information (01206 243262 or linda.stenner@fordhamchurch.org,uk) 
 

A CHURCH SPRING CLEAN and finish-up in the churchyard is planned for the 4th May at Fordham 
and on 22nd June at Eight Ash Green.  All are welcome and needed!  A final work party at both 
churches is planned to coincide with the Essex Church Bike Ride on Saturday, 14th September. 

 

SAVE THE DATE – 21-23 FEBRUARY 2020 – Speaker – RICO TICE with Author CLAIR HEATH-WHYTE 
with partnership churches – HOLY CROSS FELSTED, KIRBEY LE SOKEN, HENHAM AND UGLEY, ST 
PETERS COLCHESTER and others… A great weekend of fellowship and encouragement. Booking 
details to follow. See “save the date” card 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER - We can do nothing without God. Do join us to pray for the preaching of God’s 
word at 9.35am. Also, at 10.45am in the vestry for EAG 11.15am, 5.30pm in the main JOB 
hall for Sunday@6. 

ALL SAINTS CLUB – This Week – Prayer for Kingdom Living               Matthew 7:7-12 
Encourage one another to pray that we might become more like Jesus, our King. 
 
SEARCH FOR US ON FACEBOOK - @ascfordham.org.uk 
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24 March 2019                    Fordham Morning Service 
 
  

A WARM WELCOME to any visitors. Please ask our welcome team (who gave you this sheet) if 
you need help at any point, including directions to toilets. Our children join us for the first ten 
minutes of the service and then join All Saints Club held in the John Owen Barn. The children then 
return at the end of the service. There is a soundproof room at the back of the church where you 
can hear the sermon. Please do stay for a drink and a chat.   
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING SERVICES 

All are welcome at our Services 
 

NEXT SUNDAY:    
10.00am                 Fordham                           Mothering Sunday               Romans 8:18-27 
 

                                                       

 
COMING UP 

 
PASSOVER MEAL RE-ENACTMENT AND REFLECTION – Maundy Thursday in the John Owen Barn – 
Evening Event.   We are delighted that Kevin and Rosie Lewis are leading us through an evening of 
insight and reflection. They will talk through how the Passover meal would have been celebrated 
in Jesus’ day. It will be a traditional evening of Passover food and hymns.  This will be a wonderful 
way to consider how our Lord celebrated Passover with his disciples the evening before his death 
and help us understand what he was saying at the Last Supper. This will be a ticketed event - £2 - 
which will be available each Sunday leading up to the event and in the church office.  
 
HOLY TRINITY PRIMARY SCHOOL is looking for new governors.  If you are interested in this role, 
please contact Jacqui Griffiths on 01206 331815 or at jacqui@totalknockout.co.uk.  Thank you. 
 
 

APCM CHURCH LUNCH – could you help?  The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held after 
the church service on Sunday April 28th.   It will be followed by a lunch for the whole church family 
in the John Owen Barn.  Jacqui Griffiths is organizing the lunch and would like to get a team 
together.  If you are able to help, in any way, please contact her on 01206 331815 or 
jacqui@totalknockout.co.uk or there is a sign up sheet at the back of the church.  Thank you. 

 

To know Jesus Christ  
and make Him known. 
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