
Dear Friends,  
 “Can we trust the gospels?” This is the title of a book that I can wholeheartedly 
recommend, whether we are just investigating the Christian faith or have been a 
Christian for many years but are finding some of the secular arguments against the 
historicity of the gospels persuasive. Maybe you have heard some claim that the gospels 
are a work of fiction (Dawkins) or they are simply what survived from the gospels that 
the church happened to select (Erhman) or that common phrase, “that’s just your 
belief”. Is there anything objectively true about the gospels? Are they historical? This 
book by Peter Williams is very helpful in showing the truth about the gospels so that we 
can trust them for truth, not just opinion and blows the idea that they are fiction out of 
the water. (As CS Lewis has commented, fiction as a genre was yet to be invented some 
1000 years later). So, why read this book?  
 When we read the gospels, or hear them preached, if there is a nagging doubt at the 
back of our mind “Is this all just made up?” it will of course affect how we listen. Yet, as 
we approach the days when we celebrate the death, burial and resurrection of Jesus, if we 
know that the accounts of his life are historical, eyewitness accounts, it makes a big 
difference. It avoids the nagging doubt of “well, it would be nice if this were true, in fact 
better than nice – brilliantly good news, but sadly, I fear it is not”. This kind of reaction, 
this kind of “I wish I had your faith (but am too intelligent to believe)”, is simply wrong. 
For the person who is willing to investigate the historical veracity and truth of the 
gospels, they are a deep challenge to us personally. This is the reason why they are 
dismissed, NOT because they are suspect historically or in terms of their literature. So, as 
we approach Easter and remain in Johns gospel, what sign posts are there in the text 
that help us grow in our confidence and certainty of their truth? Lets just take chapters 
18 and 19 of Johns gospel that we will be considering over Easter. 

1. John was there. He is keen to claim to have been there at the cross and to have  
seen Jesus die. So, in John 19:35 he writes “The man who saw it has given testimony and 
his testimony is true. He knows that he tells the truth, and he testifies so that you may 
believe.” There is no other John than the apostle there at the Cross, which for me is 
convincing evidence that Johns gospel was indeed written by the Apostle John.  

2. John makes observations that are clearly contemporary to the life and ministry of  
Jesus. John knew the high priest of the day John 18:16. He even knew the name of the 
servant of the high priest who had his ear cut off by Peter’s sword in gethsemane John 
18:10 “Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, 
cutting off his right ear. (The servants name was Malchus)”. This is clearly a firsthand 
account with historical detail that would not have been invented, because fiction as a 
genre, had not yet been invented! 

3. There is something which stares us in the face. When many people were called by a  
common name, as with the name Jesus, the name needed modifiers. So, Jesus is called, in 
the John 18 “Jesus of Nazareth” (vv5,7). We may find this familiar, but this is evidence 
that John is writing, when the way Jesus was addressed before his name was well known, 
is used. This is consistent with very early dating. 
So, can we trust the gospels? Read this book to grow in confidence that what we 
celebrate at Easter is not fiction, but eyewitness testimony with inspired explanation. 
   Happy Easter!  Christ is Risen – He is Risen Indeed! 

With love in Him, John Parker 



Palm Sunday 
John 12:1-19 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COLLECT:  Most merciful God, who by the death and resurrection of your 
Son Jesus Christ delivered and saved the world: grant that by faith in him 
who suffered on the cross we may triumph in the power of his victory; 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in 
the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
Sunday Morning Access to the JOB from 9.00am.    Copyright:  CCLI 509225 
Fire Evacuation:  In the event of a fire, fire exits can be found at the foot of both gallery stairs. 
Driving: Please drive very carefully in the car park and access roads as there are often small children about.  



 
FURTHER AFIELD 
 

 

DATES FOR THE DIARY 
 

WELCOME TO THE BLIGHTS - We look forward to welcoming into the 
church family, our new Associate Minister, Francis Blight, his wife, 
Georgina and their three children – Tom, Sam and Zoe - this May, when 
they move into the Rectory.  It will be a time of real celebration.  Please 
pray for them as they prepare for their move from Amsterdam and their 
settlement in England and Francis’ licensing on 13th June. 
 
 

 

APCM CHURCH LUNCH – could you help?  The Annual Parochial Church Meeting will be held after 
the church service on Sunday April 28th.   It will be followed by a lunch for the whole church family 
in the John Owen Barn.  Jacqui Griffiths is organizing the lunch and would like to get a team 
together.  If you are able to help, in any way, please contact her on 01206 331815 or 
jacqui@totalknockout.co.uk or there is a sign up sheet at the back of the church.  Thank you. 
 

SONGS OF PRAISE – Sunday, 12th May at 6pm – Eight Ash Green -Join us for a service of well 
known hymns, chosen and introduced by you, the church family. An opportunity to invite friends 
to come along with you.  For any further information, please contact Rosemary Boreham. 
 

LADIES BREAKFAST – Saturday, 18th May – By the Way of the Cross - from 8.15-9.30am in the 
John Owen Barn.  Cards are available at the back of the church with further information. 
 

 
 

A CHURCH SPRING CLEAN and finish-up in the churchyard is planned for the 4th May at Fordham 
and on 22nd June at Eight Ash Green.  All are welcome and needed!  A final work party at both 
churches is planned to coincide with the Essex Church Bike Ride on Saturday, 14th September. 
 

THE NEXT ESSEX AND EAST LONDON PARTNERSHIP SYNOD– July 13th 9am-12noon - We are 
welcoming a speaker on Church Planting and hearing an analysis of the Diocesan Finances so that 
we can consider as a Synod how we are to use our money as good stewards according to scripture.  
 

SAVE THE DATE – 21-23 FEBRUARY 2020 – Speaker – RICO TICE with Author CLAIR HEATH-WHYTE 
with partnership churches – HOLY CROSS FELSTED, KIRBEY LE SOKEN, HENHAM AND UGLEY, ST 
PETERS COLCHESTER and others… A great weekend of fellowship and encouragement. Booking 
details to follow. See “save the date” card 

RWFC SUMMER EVENT- Saturday, 15th June – 6.30pm for 7.00pm start - 4Front Theatre present 
the film ‘Reckless Abandon’ followed by a strawberry supper. To be held in the John Owen Barn 
and open to both men and women.  
 

PRAYER - We can do nothing without God. Do join us to pray for the preaching of God’s 
word at 9.35am. Also, at 10.45am in the vestry for EAG 11.15am, 5.30pm in the main JOB 
hall for Sunday@6. 

ALL SAINTS CLUB – This Week: The King’s Cup                                Mark 14:32-50 
Understanding that God’s Judgement of our sin is so serious that Jesus longed to 
avoid taking it, but he humbly took it 
 



SEARCH FOR US ON FACEBOOK - @ascfordham.org.uk 
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A WARM WELCOME to any visitors. Please ask our welcome team (who gave you this sheet) if 
you need help at any point, including directions to toilets. Our children join us for the first ten 
minutes of the service and then join All Saints Club held in the John Owen Barn. Parents are 
required to pick their children up from the Barn after the service.  There is a soundproof room at 
the back of the church where you can hear the sermon. Please do stay for a drink and a chat.   
 
 
 
 

UPCOMING SERVICES 

All are welcome at our Services 

THIS GOOD FRIDAY: 
10.00am        Fordham                      Holy Communion                                   John 18-19 
2.00pm          Eight Ash Green          Hour at the Cross                                  John 19 
NEXT SUNDAY: 
10.00am         Fordham                     Easter Sunday All Age Service              John 20:19-31 
11.15am         Eight Ash Green        Holy Communion                                    John 20 
 

                                                       

 
COMING UP 

 
EIGHT ASH GREEN HOLY COMMUNION – Maundy Thursday, 18th April at 11am - Straight 
Answers. 
 
PASSOVER MEAL RE-ENACTMENT AND REFLECTION – Maundy Thursday in the John Owen Barn – 
Evening Event – 7.30-9.30pm.  We are delighted that Kevin and Rosie Lewis are leading us through 
an evening of insight and reflection. They will talk through how the Passover meal would have 
been celebrated in Jesus’ day. It will be a traditional evening of Passover food and hymns.  This will 
be a wonderful way to consider how our Lord celebrated Passover with his disciples the evening 
before his death and help us understand what he was saying at the Last Supper. Food will be 
sufficient for you to not eat beforehand! This will be a ticketed event - £2 - which will be available 
each Sunday leading up to the event at the back of the church and in the church office.  
 
SCHOOL EASTER SERVICE – Everyone is welcome to come and support and enjoy being with the 
local families:  Holy Trinity School Easter Service is on Friday 26th April at Eight Ash Green Church. 

 

To know Jesus Christ  
and make Him known. 

 



 


